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the Franks and offered to assist them with an army
in their crusade. But Baldwin contemptuously told
him that he regarded the Bulgarian ruler as a slave,
whose possessions were legally part of the Byzantine
Empire. The haughty Frank lived to repent his
taunt. The Greeks, in their hatred of their new
masters, turned to Kalojan for aid. A great battle
took place near Adrianople on the I5th of April,
1205, between the Czar, assisted by his Greek allies,
and a savage contingent of Kumani on the one side,
and the Franks on the other. Kalojan gained an
overwhelming victory, and Baldwin fell into his
hands. The fate of the Frank Emperor is one of
those historical mysteries which research has failed
to solve. It is known that he was imprisoned, and
a ruined castle on the ramparts of Trnovo retains the
name of *l Baldwin's Tower " to this day. According
to one version, Kalojan is said to have treated his
prisoner with kindness, though he refused to release
him even at the request of the Pope. According to
another, he cut off his hands and feet and then had
him thrown into a ditch to die ; while a third account
ascribes his end to the injured feelings of Kalojan's
Rumanian wife, who had in vain endeavoured to
attract the comely Frank. Twenty years later, a
false Baldwin appeared in a forest of Flanders ; but,
though he found a large following, there can be no
doubt that the real Emperor had long ere that
perished. Kalojan himself met with a violent death.
The overthrow of Baldwin had dissolved the alliance
of the Greeks and Bulgarians, and the Czar slaughtered
the hereditary enemies of his country wherever he